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A 


DISCOURSE 


ON THE 


DIVINE PRESCIENCE, ec. 


Ro M. viii. 29. 


For whom he did foreknow, he alſo did predęſtinate 
to be conformed to the image of his ſon, that he 
might be the firſt born among many brethren. 


S our notions and conceptions of infinite 
A ſpa:e and extenſion, are extremely dark 
and obſcure, ſo are our views of eternal duration 
always very limited and imperfect, and the 
moſt extenſive underſtanding ſtrangely loſt and 
bewildered in the contemplation of ſuch myſteri- 
ous lubjects; hence, we can have no clear idea, 
how the all- perfect ſource and origin of all things 
can foreſee the molt diſtant events of infinite ages, 
and know perfectly what will be tranſacted before 
it comes to pals. Yet modeſty and humility are 
becoming 1a men at all times, eſpecially when we 
contemplate that awful ſubject, the nature and 
attributes of the Great Creator of the univerſe. 
Our reaſon tells us that he is infinite in know- 
ledge, and all perfect in his tremenduous eſſence; 
hence it neceſſarily follows, that he muſt be ſenſi- 
ble of whatever is tranſacted at all times, and inall 

| places ; 
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places; and that time and eternity, as well as infi- 
nite ſpace, have no relation to him 1a the manner 
they are applicable to men. For, as he is a ſpirit 
neceflarily diffuſed and preſent in all places at 
once; ſo for the ſame reaſon he muit neceflaril 
be ſenſible of whatever will happen in the mo 
diſtant periods of future duration. And though 
ſuch; knowledge be altogether incomprehenſible to 
us who live in a ſucceſhon of time, paſt, prelent, 
and to come; yet the knowledge of the diety 
muſt extend to all theſe at once, otherwiſe he 
could not be infinite, boundleſs, and all- perfect. 
If his knowledge could admit of any addition or in- 
creaſe from his creatures, and if what they do were 
unforſeen by him; he might juſtly be faid to learn 
from the events of things, or be ſurprized or miſ- 
taken, which is a plain contradiction to both rea- 
ſon and holy ſcripture. | 
But notwithſtanding the divine foreknowledge 
mult thus extend to every period of duration at 
once, yet the objects of it may be diſtinguiſhed in 
two reſpects; what falls out from neceſſary events 
or natural cauſes, and what he foreſees will happen 
from the actions of free creatures. The former 
of theſe ſeems to be foreknown by him, from his 
own wonderful government of the natural world, 
in the courſe of his divine providence, and from 
the certain chain of cauſes and effects upheld and 
produced by his all-ſuſtaining power and good- 
neſs; who, as he protects and upholds the uni- 
verſe continually, may from thence moſt rea- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed to foreſee all things from his 
own providential government of it; as being. 
nothing more than what he hath wiſely ordered 


for the ſupport and happineſs of all his creatures 
therein, 


But 
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But that he foreknows what will be the actions 


and behaviour of free creatures, in the moſt diſ- £ 


tant periods of time and eternity, ſeems” to be a 
propoſition of a more abſtruſe nature, and not fo 
eaſily reconcileable with the freedom of moral 
agents. Yet that God ſhould even forelee futu- 
rity in all its parts, and be conſcious of whatſoever 
will be tranſacted; is no more wonderful, than 
that he ſhould be preſent in all places at once, or 
know the thoughts of our minds and deſires of 
our hearts; or be able to faſhion us from the duſt 
of the earth, and join the amazing powers and fa- 
culties of our minds, to the living ſtructure of our 
bodies; or many other things which we know 
he hath done. And, that we cannot underſtand 
how God can foreſee the future actions of free 
creatures, at the greateit diſtance of time, is, be- 
cauſe we cannot comprehend how and in what 
manner he acts. In this trail ſtate, we ſee only 
as through a glaſs darkly, and want abilities to 
diſcern the divine agency of almighty power: 
thoſe who want bodily fight, cannot perceive the 
beauty of light and colours ; neither can the deaf 
know the charms of muſic and harmonious ſounds. 
In like manner are our imperfect and dark minds, 
unable to comprehend the wonderful nature and 
manner of the divine preſcience ; and how no diſ- 
tance of time, nor duration of eternity, can eſ- 
cape his all-leeing eye, and infinite - know- 
ledge. | 

Jo give us ſome faint notion how Almighty God 
can foreſee contigencies, and yet not influence 
nor over-rule the actions of tree creatures; ſome 
learned philoſophers argue, that even a man by 
the mere force of comprehenſive underſtanding, 


and being perfectly acquainted with the nature, 
temper, 
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temper, and inclination of others, may form very 
ſhrewd conjectures concerning their future actions 
and behaviour, and foreſee the general courſe of 
their lives; and yet ſuch foreknowledge of men's 
actions, cannot be ſaid to influence the behaviour 
of thoſe whole actions he foreſees, any more than 
the divine preſcience can be thought to over-rule 
the actions of free agents: in both caſes, events 
in every part of the conduct of free creatures, 
would happen the ſame way, and in the fame 
manner, if they were not foreſeen. And if frail 
mortals can thus in ſome degree foreſee futurity, 
and foreknow the behaviour of free agents through- 
out the general courſe of their lives; what ſhall 
we ſay of the Almighty all- perfect ſource of know- 
ledge, who is infinite and boundleſs, beyond the 
comprehenſion of the higheſt ranks- of angels ! Is 
not he infinitely more able to foreſee and compre- 
hend all the future deſires and actions of his free 
creatures, to whom he hath imparted all the 
knowledge they have, or can poſleſs? It is not 
only poſſible, but evident to reaſon, that Almighty 
God knew and foreſaw all the events and cir- 
cumſtances of earthly things before the creation of 
the world, and was perfectly ſenſible in what 
manner all his free creatures would behave. He 
who is from everlaſting to everlaſting the ſame, 
in whoſe fight © a thouſand years are as one day,“ 
muſt neceſſarily at one intuitive glance, view the 
depths of eternity, and be fully acquainted with 
every event in the molt diſtant periods thereof; 
for, though ſuch knowledge be impoſſible to the 
limited capacities of men, yet with God all things 
are poſſible, which do not imply a contradiction 
of bis divine perfections. | 


And 
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And further, if we rightly believe the ſeveral 
prophecies of the Old Teſtament, we can entertain 
no doubt of the fore-knowledge of God; every 
important event and tranſaction relating to _ 
choſen race, is there expreſsly foretold ; but | 
cularly the birth, life, and death of our bleſſed 
Saviour, with all the moſt minute circumftances 
attending them, are pointed out by the prophets, 
many hundred years before they fell out: they 
ſpeak of him in ſuch a ſtrain, as if they had been 
eye witneſſes of what they relate; and even in the 
New Teſtament, the death of the Apoſtles, the 
deſtruction of the city and temple of Jerufalem by 
the Romans, the diſperſion of the Jews, and the 
ſevere perſecution of the chriſtians, by the cruel 
emperors of Rome, with many other important 
truths, are expreſsly foretold by our Saviour. 
From whence it is evident, that the divine fore- 
kno" ledge of God may be proved beyond all rea- 
ſonable doubt. 

And as the knowledge of God, thus extends to 
infinite ages to come, and all futurity i is to him as 
the pretent moment; ſo “ thole whom he did 
foreknow” to be the moſt proper perſons for exe- 
cuting the deſigns of his incomprehenfible wif- 
dom and goodneſs, “he alſo did predeſtinate” to 
receive the laws of chriſtianity, and © be conform- 
ed“ thereby. ©* to the image of his ſon ; that he,“ 
as the head of his church, might be the frſt born 
among many brethren ** for which purpole he allo 
called them out of a ſtate of darkneſs and igno- 
rarice, by the doctrine of his goſpel, to that of 
divine prace, truth, and holineſs, whereby they 
ſhall through faith and obedience, receive the 
adoption of ſons, and be ſanctified by the holy 
Ipirit of God, and through his mercy and the 

merits 
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merits of Chriſt, receive an eternal reward of 


happineſs ! | „ 
4 Thoſe whom he did foreknow, he alſo did 


predeſtinate.“ | 


Endleſs would be the taſk to point out the dif- 
ferent opinions and arguments that have been 
maintained by learned men, concerning the 
meaning of theſe words; let it ſuffice ,to men- 
tion two of the principal parties, and who (for, 
diſtinction ſake) may be termed Prede/tinarians 
and Free-Willers, The former of theſe, in 
order to exalt and magnify. the power of God, 
and aſſert his ſovereign authority over all crea- 
tures; hold 1t as an evident truth, and proveable 
from the holy ſcripture ; that he hath for his own 
glory, before the foundation of the world, ſettled 
and decreed all things, both in heaven and earth, 
beyond the power of men or angels to reverſe. 
That nothing 1s of that importance to him, as to 
cauſe any change in his divine decrees ; neither 
has man any active power of himſelf to chuſe an 
courſe of life as the beſt, and productive of the 
greateſt happineſs; but is in the hand of .God, 
wholly paſhve, as clay in the hand of the potter, 
which he may, according to his own will, 
faſhion into veſlels either of honour or diſhonour, 
and that all things are irrevocably fixed and deter- 
mined. f 

On the other hand, the Free-Willers, in order 
to prove the inflexible juſtice and moral perfection 
of the divine nature, maintain ; that Almighty 
God made man a free agent, with a natural 
ſenſe of good and evil, accountable in all his beha- 
viour, even to himſelf ; endowed with faculties to 
diſcern the different relations he ſtands in towards 
his maker and mankind, with power to practice 
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as well as know a rational duty. And that it is 
chiefly from this freedom of choice, that we can 
be termed moral beings, and capable of rewards 
and puniſhments, And if it were not in our 
power to alter our condition by our behaviour, in 
obedience to the laws of God; we ſhould be no 
otherwiſe than the brute creation, neceſſary be- 
ings, and not accountable for our conduct, and 


that human life under ſuch circumſtances, would 


be no ſtate of probation and trial. 

The Predeſtinarians charge the oppoſite party 
with preſumption, in arrogating to themſelves a 
power, of acting contrary to the declarations of holy 
ſcripture; and think it is impious in man to ſuppoſe 
that he can alter the decrees of God, which are as 
immutable as their author, with whom there is no 
variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning.” And that 
it is even ſinful to think that the wiſe councils of 
God can be any way influenced by the fickle hu- 
mours of frail mortals ; and he hath expreſsly de- 
clared, that he will have mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.” 

In return to which, the Free-Willers remark, 
that if we explain divine predeſtination to be an 
abſolute fixed decree of God, excluſive of the 
good or bad behaviour of men, and a ſetting their 
eternal condition beyond their power, either to 
foreſee or alter : we then of conſequence charge 
the Almighty with the eternal miſery of the wick- 
ed, and make him the author of ſin; and con- 
clude men to be no moral, but neceflary beings, 
and their eternal happineſs or miſery not of their 
own chuſing, but the arbitrary impoſition of the 
creator of the world. In ſhort, if we maintain the 
eternal fixed decrees of God, without man's free- 
dom to act; and that he hath abſolutely choſen a 

Fe B number 
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number of men, unconditionally to eternal happi- 
neſs, as veſſels of honour, and doomed a ſelect 
number to everlaſting miſery, as veſſels of diſho- 
nour. This is not only an impious, but alſe a blaſ- 
phemous aflertion, and contrary to ſcripture, to rea- 
ſon, and to the very notions hit we have of God, 
Since the light of nature may teach us, that though. 
the Almighty hath created all things for his own 
glory, which coincides with the happineſs and 
moral rectitude of men; yet he never deſigned 
men to be miſerable, much leſs did he lay them 
under a neceſſity of being ſo. As I live faith 
the Lord, I have no pleafure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way 
and live.” Ezek. xxx. 11. | . 
Theſe ſeem to be the principal heads of the ar- 
guments of each party in general: and indeed the 
predeſtination of good men to an eternal ſtate of 
happineſs in the next life, is eaſily reconcileable 
with the goodneſs and tender mercy of God; but 
that the wicked ſhould be doomed by him to an 
unalterable ſtate of miſery and torment, is moſt 
dreadful to the imagination of man, and appears 


utterly irreconcilable with the adorable attributes 


of our heavenly creator; . ſince the momentary en- 
joyments of ſenſual delights, and ſinful gratifica- 
tions in this life, ſeem to bear no proportion to 
eternal torments in the next 
But how great ſoever the difficulty may be, to 
reconcile the eternal puniſhment of the wicked 
with the goodneſs and tender mercy of God ; yet 
it muſt be evident to every intelligent and conſi- 
derate mind, that this is the doctrine of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour and his holy apoſtles in the New Teſta- 
ment, and that the whole tenor of the goſpel con- 
firms this dreadful truth, that the wicked ſhall be 
doomed 
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doomed to eternal miſery in hell, as the neceſſary 
conſequence of their rebelling againſt God;“ ſince 
by their diſobedience to his laws, they have alie- 
nated themſelves from all likeneſs of him, during 
the whole courſe of their probational ſtate in this 
life, and obſtinately contemned his divine au- 
thority, and contracted vile, diabolical, and 
infernal habits of enmity againit him; as alſo 
every baſe and immoral feeling towards man. 
Nay, ſince they have knowingly and voluntarily 
polluted their ſouls to ſuch a degree of depravity, 
as will render them abſolutely incapable of heaven- 
ly happineſs, and moral perfection; it muſt rea- 
ſonbly be inferred from thence, that they will not 
only be doomed by him, but will themſelves be- 
come fitly prepared for hell, by ſuch conduct; and 
will voluntarily perſevere in their evil courſe after 


death, obſtinately chooſe their own miſery, and 
necellarily by a parity of nature, reſort to the re- 


gions of eternal deſtruction, as finding the inha- 
bitants of that dreadful place, the moſt deſirable 
ſociety! 

ladeed the tenets of Origen, a celebrated author 
of the third century, which have been adopted by 
many learned philoſophers and divines, directly 
militate againſt. this doctrine. To him and his 
numerous followers, the eternal . miſery, of the 
wicked, appears ſo ſhocking and dreadful, as to 


induce them to believe it utterly irreconcileable 


with the goodneſs and tender mercy of God. As 
he who ſees through the depths of eternity, and 
to whom every period thereof, mult be as the 
preſent moment ; neceflarily knew before the cre- 


ation of man, and previous to giving him laws, 


that a great part of the human race would abuſe 
the divine gift of freedom, and chooſe ſuch a 
* „ courſe 
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courſe of life as would be contrary to theſe laws, 
and ſubject themſelves thereby, to the penalties 
which they threatned, and conſequently become 
liable to eternal miſery ! Why, then, fay they, 
were ſuch wicked men created at all? or if crea- 
ted, why not endowed with extraordinary pow+ 
ers, ſufficient to enable them to conquer all temps. 
tations, and always uſe their freedom right in the 
choice of what is good, and agreeable to the di - 
vine laws ? | | 

But let it be remarked, that this was impoſſible, 

and inconſiſtent with the nature of man, as a ra- 
tional free being, in the ſtation in which he is 
now placed; as he could not be capable of good, 
if not liable to evil, in a ſtate of probation, It 
was therefore conſonant to the divine attributes of 
God, to create him a rational foul, with under. 
ſtanding to know, and freedom to chooſe his own 
happineſs ; capable of moral, as well as wvitellecs 
tual improvement for ever, and as perfect as his 
nature and ſtate would allow. And though God 
foreſaw before the creation of man, that a great 
part of the human race would 'abuſe the diviae 
gift of freedom, by chooſing ſinful enjoyments in 
the abuſe of reaſon, and contrary to his holy laws; 
yet he benevolently deſigned, or predeſtinated, 
that many ſhould become happy, by the free 
choice of a virtuous and religious courſe, which 
be foreſaw they would follow in obedience to 
theſe laws; rather than that either no men ſhoul4 
be made at all, or that ſame of thoſe whom he 
deſigned to make, - ſhould chooſe a courſe of life, 
contrary to his divine laws; and by ſuch a choice, 

render themſelves miſerable. e 
Beſides, we know not how great the puniſh» 
ment of the wicked will be in the liſe to come, 
| | nor 
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nor in what it will conſiſt; whether men's own 
evil, and depraved affections, diabolical tempers, 
and malignant internal diſpoſitions, which they 
have contracted here, and which are ſuppoſed to 
become infinitely ſtronger after death, may not 
conſtitute the greateſt part, if not the whole of 
eternal miſery, though they ſuffer no further pu- 
niſhment from God, but what is the natural and 
neceſſary conſequence of theſe diabolical and de- 
praved habits; or whether the miſery of a great 
number of them may not be preferable to a ſtate 
of non-exiſtence; or whether that of the moſt 
abandonedly wicked, may not terminate in the 
total annihilation of their ſouls ; which is a ſtate, 
ſome ſay, emphatically termed in holy ſcripture, 
the ſecond death. We know not the deep deſigns 
of the adorable author of nature, nor what plans 
may be accompliſhed by him in an eternity ta 
come. Secret things belong to the Lord our 
| God, but what is revealed, belong to us and our 
children for ever.” Conſequently, as this doc- 
trine of Origen and his followers, ſeems to have 
little or nor foundation from the letter of holy 
 ſeripturez it is not to be depended on, but ap- 
pears wholly calculated to quiet the dreadful ap- 
prehenſions of men. God is indeed good and 
merciful, and eternity may poſſibly be a moral 
free ſtate, which they aſſert it to be; but how the 
infernal diſpoſition of the wicked can be chang- 
ed, and habits of fixed depravity eradicated ; and 
not only ſo, but how heavenly and divine tempers 
can grow up a new, and be contracted amidit a 
a ſociety of infernal ſpirits and wretched fouls, 
falhioned and rooted in every vile luſt and habit 


he of wickedneſs, againſt God and man; ſeems infi- 
e, nitely more unlikely, © than for the Ethiopian to 
* | | | change 
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change his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots,” which 
the prophet ſpeaks of as an abſolute impoſſibi- 


it One thing indeed ſeems evident from hol 
Ni ſcripture, that our bleſſed Saviour ſhall reign tl 
he hath ſubdued all things under his dominion, 
and put all enemies under his feet; and havin 
conquered the powers of death and hell, render 
up his kingdom to God, who ſhall from hence- 
forth, become all in all, throughout the boundleſs 
duration of eternity! oh | 
| 1 ſhall in the following part of this diſcourſe, 
| endeavour to ſhew ; 
1/t. According to the opinion of the Free- 
Willers, that divine predeſtination in the New 
Teſtament, implies only the. merciful ſcheme, or 
plan of Almighty God, in reſcuing all men from 
the power of death and miſery, and bringing them 
to life and happineſs eternal, by and through Je- 
ſus Chriſt. 
2d. Conſider ſome of the principal texts of 
t ſcripture, which: have been brought to prove the 
{ | particular decreeing, or predeſtination of ſingle 
| perſons, to an eternal ſtate unconditionally ; and 
ſhew, that theſe portions of ſcripture, are either 
generally meant of calling whole ſocieties of 'men 
to the knowledge of chriſtianity, or relate only to 
ſingle perſons in temporal things. 

1. According to the opinion of the Free- Nil. 
lers, that divine predeſtination in the New Teſta- 
ment, implies only the merciful ſcheme, or plan 
of Almighty God, in reſcuing all men from the 
8 of death and miſery, and bringing them to 
= ho happineſs eternal, by and through Jeſus. 
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„ Whom he did foreknow, he alſo did predeſ- 


tinate to be conformed to the image of his fon.” 
That is: Almighty God having before the foun- 
dation of the world, foreſeen al ſucceeding ages 
and generations of men ; and particularly remark- 
ing the tranſgreſſion of the firſt man, by which, 
both he, and all his poſterity would become liable 
to death ; was graciouſly pleaſed to lay the merci- 
ful and benevolent plan of our redemption by Je- 
ſus Chriſt : and ſo univerſal was this ſcheme of ſal- 
vation, that men of all deſcriptions, ages, and na- 
tions, under whatever diſpenſation, either of na- 
tural or revealed religion they live, were entitled 


to enjoy ſome advantage, and ſhare ſome part of 


the benefits ariſing from it. This myſtery of the 
goſpel, whereby believers and true penitents, of 
every age and denomination, are ſaved by Chriſt, 
is frequently mentioned in the New Teſtament ; 
and St. Paul tells us, Tit. i. 2, was predeſtina- 
ted and promiſed before the world began ;** and 
that God the father hath choſen us in him before 
the foundation of the world.” 1 Cor ii. 7. that is, 
made him the author of every diſpenſation of God, 
to mankind; who in the firſt formation of our 
ſouls, hath given men the internal law of reaſon, 
and afterward, revealed the outward law of the 
Old Teſtament ; and laſtly, the glorious law of 


liberty, in the doctrine of the goſpel ; by obedi- 


ence to which, through Chriſt, men are predeſti- 
nated to life eternal; and when they perverſely 
remain diſobedient to theſe laws, the penalty 
threatened, is no leſs than eternal miſery ! 

1/7, Our Almighty and merciful Creator, in 
the formation of man, impreſſed upon his foul, a 
moral faculty, or ſenſe of right and wrong ; by 
the proper uſe of which, we are in ſome meaſure 


d pre- 
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828 to life and happineſs. This natural 
in our minds, is a rule to direct us how, and 
in what manner we are to act, for the perfection of 
our rational nature, and the attainment of laſti 
— : when we willingly chooſe to follow its 
eavenly dictates, and obey its divine motions, 
we grow to ſome faint reſemblance of angels and 
bleſſed ſpirits; a ſecret joy, and inward compla- 
cency, ariſe in, our minds, and the remembrance 
of what we have done, fills our thoughts with 
pleaſing and laſting ſatisfaction. But when we 
diſregard this heavenly monitor, and follow carnal 
principles, in the gratification of preſent brutal 
deſires and irregular luſts, in oppoſition to reaſon, 
and contrary to its divine dictates ; pain, trouble, 
and remorſe, - inevitably enſue. From whence it 
ſeems evident, that God hath by the rational law 
in our minds, predeſtinated us to happineſs, | 
24, But as our reaſon in its moſt perfect ſtate, 
is too weak a principle, and incapable of itſelf to 
direct us in all caſes, - God was mercifully pleaſed 
to ſend us an outward law from heaven, commu- 
nicated to men in the early ages of the world, by 
the mediation of angels, or the ſon of God, and 
his holy prophets ; which revelation of the divine 
will to the Jews, conſiſted of numerous injunc- 
tions, both moral and ceremonial; and might be 
termed the firſt outward dawn of heavenly light, 
to preſerve that choſen people from the abomina- 
tion of heathen idolatry ; and alſo to prefigure by 
ſacrifices, types, and ſymbols, in an outward mode 
of worſhip, the perfection and happineſs of Chriſt's 
ſpiritual Kingdom. And though this revelation 
was moſtly ritual and poſitive, yet their ſacrifices 
and waſhings, when properly and ſincerely per- 
formed, in a ſtedfaſt faith, or belief of the divine 
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promiſes, in the ſeed of the woman, were by antici- 
pation of the great chriſtian ſacrifice, the means 
of reconciliation between God and man; and by 
obedience to theſe early laws, the Jews were pre- 
deſtinated to life and happineſs. | | 
za. But how bleſt are we, who live in an age, 
when the ſun of righteouſneſs hath diffuſed the en- 
livening beams of heavenly light and divine know- 
ledge, round all the earth by his goſpel ; diſpelled 
the gloom of heathen ignorance and ſuperſtition, 
and diſperſed the clouds of Jewiſh ſhadows. We 
enjoy the glorious law of liberty and life, the 
everlaſting ſtandard and rule of faith; by obedi- 
ence to which, we are, through Chriſt, predeſti- 
nated to heavenly perfection, and joys immortal. 
This laſt revelation of the goſpel, is the glad ti- 
dings of ſalvation to all ſuch as believe, whereby 
God hath gathered together in one, all things 
in Chriſt, that he might be the firſt born among 
many brethren.” He was by the grace and mer- 
cy of God, ordained before the world began, the 
ſaviour of man, and came down from heaven, 
to ſhew us both by example and precept, the 
s of life; © that whoſoever believeth in him,“ 
and obeys the commands of his goſpel, © ſhould 


not periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ The light, 


that he hath communicated to the world in every 
age, whether by the natural light ot reaſon, the 
patriarchal government, the Jewiſh law from 
Mount Sinai, or the more glorious revelation of 
the goſpel, which is the truth and completion of 
all theſe; is a rule of faith and manners, by obe- 
dience to which, every man under each of theſe 
laws reſpectively, is predeſtinated to happineſs. 
And God hath, in every age, ordained all who 
believe and obey his laws, to life and happineſs, 
HAY C through 
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through Jeſus Chriſt ; this being the promiſed re- 
ward of virtue and holineſs, in every age, and 
under every diſpenſation of God. 
Man, as a reaſonable free creature, is placed os 
this earthly ſtage, to act according to the laws of” 
his Almighty Sovereign and Judge ; and notwith- 
ſtanding all his weakneſſes and natural frailties, is 
now under the chriſtian religion, by the divine 
aſſiſtance of grace, enabled to perform, through 
the mediation of Chriſt, if not a perfect, yet an 
acceptable ſervice. The paths of life are freely 
and clearly pointed out to every one, and they are 
taught how and in what manner to walk in them : 
a "x and glorious reward is promiſed in the 
goſpel, to all ſuch as believe and obey it; and by 
their faith and obedience, they are predeſtinated 
thereto : that is; when they ſincerely ſtrive, ac- 
cording to the laws of chriſtianity, to purify their 
hearts and affections, from all baſe, impure, and 
ſinful defires; and by the principle of a true 
faith, practice all the divine, ſocial, and human 
virtues, which can enoble their rational nature, SY 
and render them morally perfect. All wife and 1 
ood laws whatever, human, as well as divine, . 
may be ſaid juſtly to predeſtinate men to happi- 
neſs, by the advantages that attend the obſervance 
of them, and the puniſhments conſequent upon their 
being diſobeyed. If men live obedient to the laws 
of any civilized community, ſuch a government 
will ſecure their 3 property, and lives; but 
if they diſobey the juſt laws of human ſociety, in 
any ſtate, fines, impriſoment, and death, are the 
natural conſequences of ſuch behaviour. In like 
manner, God hath by the laws of his goſpel, pro- 120 
miſed through Jeſus Chriſt, the reward of eternal 4 
happineſs in heaven, to all thoſe who believe in _ 
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pel, and fulfil its eaſy commands; and by that 
w, they are ine or predeſtinated to 
jovs- unſpeakable and full of glory; and he hath 
-&:clared, in giving this general law to mankind, 
that he will deal impartially with every one ac- 
cording to it, and is no reſpecter of perſons, but 
in every age and country, thoſe who ſincerely 
obey his laws, ſhall be accepted of, and reward- 
ed. And to enforce obedience more ſtrongly to 
the. obſervance of the goſpel, and that it may have 
a prevailing influence over the weakneſs and cor- 
ruption of human nature; . God hath expreſsly 
threatened with eternal miſery, all thoſe who diſ- 
obey it: and poſitively declared, that men in 
ſuch a caſe, are doomed of old to deſtruction ; 
that is, by the moſt ancient laws of God, and 
r ee and prepared by their ſinful lives, 
or that puniſhment which the divine laws have 
invariably threatned, and which they themſelves 
have voluntarily choſen, by direct diſobedience 
and vile habits of ſin. So that the laws of God are 
the ſtandard and rule, by which mankind are predeſ- 
tinated to an eternal ſtate of happineſs or miſery; 
and men may indeed be ſaid to predeſtinate them- 
ſelves, ſince they know the laws of the goſpel, 
and have liberty, opportunity, and power grant- 
ed them, either to fulfil or diſobey it; and conſe- 
quently they cannot be ſaid to be fixed, nor fatally 
decreed, by any over ruling power of God, to an 
eternal condition, without regard to their behavi- 
our. | 
In oppoſition to this general predeſtination of 
men, by the divine laws, which the Free-Willers 
maintain. The Prede/tinarians argue from the 
words of the text, and the doctrine of our Savi- 
our, as well as from the acts of the apoſtles, od 
| | C2 the 
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the epiſtles of St. Paul; that God hath fixed, and 
fatally, and immutably. decreed all things from 
the dation of the world, and limited every 
particular man's eternal ſtate of happineſs and mi» 
ſery, without any regard to their own voluntary” 
actions and behaviour. | 1 

I ſhall in the ſecond place, confider ſome of the 
principal texts of ſcripture, which have been 
brought to prove this fide of the queſtion, and 
ſhew that they are either generally meant of call- 
ing whole ſocieties of men to the knowledge of 
chriſtianity, or relate only to ſingle perſons in tems 


 poral things. 


That the great author of our being, foreſees all 
things through time and eternity, and ſuperin- 
tends, by his good providence, the whole works 
of creation continually, natural as well as moral, 
is an evident truth; though we cannot fathom 
the deep deſigns of his infinite wiſdom, nor pene- 
trate into the amazing purpoſes of Almighty 
power. We ſee but a ſmall part of that ſtupen- 
dous plan, which he hath laid in the creation of 
all things, and which he will, by his good provi. 
dence, fully accompliſh at laſt, to the admiration 
of men and angels. Vet from the moſt ſuperficial 
view of the world, in all its parts, his providen- 
tial care over it evidently appears, and nothing is 
fo ſmall and inſignificant in itſelf, which he does 
not protect and preſide over; and calls even 
whole ſocieties of men, to the knowledge of his 
will, as he did firſt the Jews and afterwards the 
Gentiles, at what time and in what manner, he, 
in his all comprehenſive wiſdom knows to be belt ; 
and hath a ſovereign right and authority ſo to doz 
nay, acts from motives beyond the wiſdom of 
the moſt perfect of created beings. to 1 
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This is termed his providential government of the 
world, and what we cannot pretend to account 
for in many reſpe&s. Yet it no where appears 
from holy ſcripture, that he ever limited the eter- 
nal condition of particular men, by any over ru- 
ling decree, excluſive of their good or bad beha- 
viour. This he hath ſolely left to his holy laws, 
which he hath mercifully revealed by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and which are general, and reſpect all mankind. 
And in this ſenſe of the laws of God, he may 
be ſaid to have decreed all things, to great, noble, 
and divine purpoſes, © The Lord, by wiſdom, 
founded the earth, and by underſtanding, eſtab- 
liſhed the heavens,” and ordained all things for 
good, by the permanent conſtitution of what we 
uſually term nature, or the fixed laws impreſſed 
upon the creation, by his adorable wiſdom, good- 
neſs, and power ; whether in the material, ani- 
mal, or rational kingdoms. And as God is ſelf- 
exiſtent, infinitely wiſe, powerful, and ect; 
ſo conſequently muſt he be immutable and invari- 
able, and the laws, or the counſels of his eternal 
wiſdom, equally unchangeable ; which evidently 
appears fo from the laws of motion, gravitation, 
attraction, and vegitation, which through all the 
inanimate parts of matter, are always uniform and 
invariable. In like manner, his laws and govern- 
ment of the irrational parts of the animal king- 
dom, are no leſs immutable and conſiſtent ; as is 
evident from that unerring principle, termed in- 
ſtinck, which invariably governs and direQs them 
in all things, which relate to life and preſervation. 
Nor are the laws of God leſs invariable in man, 
with reſpect to his moral capacity, and for the im- 
—.——— of his rational nature, where we find a 
law impreſſed upon his mind, and inter woven 455 
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_ finite perfections of his adorable nature, in all 


commentators, that St. Paul does not mean the 
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his very frame, by which it ſeems plainly de- 
creed. That our perfection conſiſts in the proper 
government of our inward deſires, in the conſtant 
practice of virtue and holineſs, which naturally 
and neceſſarily lead us to happineſs and peace; as 
alſo in reſtraining all irregular inclinations and 
brutal luſts, which as directly and neceſſarily 
bring us to miſery. In conformity to which, the 5 
outward laws of God, the revelation of holy "2 
ſcripture, invariably prove the ſame thing. | 
Now the error of the Predeſtinarians, ariſes 
from miſtaking the wiſe regulations of God, in 
the works of creation and providence, for an eter Cr 
nal fixed decree of unconditional fate; whereby XK 
the ſouls of particular men, ſay they, are ſo over- 
ruled by the Almighty, that they muſt neceſſarily 
be happy or miſerable for ever, without any re- | 
gard to their behaviour in virtue or vice; and as 1 
the righteous have no power to become wicked, 
ſo the wicked have no power to chooſe a virtuous 
and holy courſe of life. 

In ſupport of this, they quote St. Paul's epiſtle 
to the Epheſ. i. 11, where he ſays, © we are pre- 
deſtinated according to the purpoſe of him who 
worketh all things after the counſel of his own 
will.” The true meaning of which is, we are 
ordained to a happy ſtate of heavenly perfection 
and glory, by the divine doctrine of the goſpel, 
according to the gracious and merciful purpoſes of 
God, whoſe holy will being over-ruled by the in- BE 
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things relating to his creatures, conſtantly and in- 
variably purſues what is productive of their great- 
eſt and moſt laſting good. By ve, it is evident, 
and agreed upon by the beſt and moſt learned 


apoſtles 


and Heathens, at that time united by one 
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apoſtles ſingly, or any particular men,. but- the 
whole body or ſociety of chriſtians, both — 

or 
hope of their calling; all who were bleſſed with 
the knowledge of his law, the holy chriſtian reli- 
gion, and who W obeyed it. Upon whom 
God had benevolently ſhewed mercy and love, by 
pouring out his ſpiritual gifts, and working migh- 
tily for the eſtabliſhment of the right faith, and 
converſion of mankind. This interpretation of 
the Apoſtle's meaning, appears from verſes 12 and 
13, where he ſays, ** that we ſhould be to the 
praiſe of his glory, who firſt truſted in Chriſt ;” 
that is, were firſt converted to chriſtianity, . in 
whom ye alſo truſted, after that ye heard the 


3 6 word of truth, the goſpel of your ſalvation.” By 
= ye, the Apoſtle means the Epheſians, who were 


not converted to chriſtianity, -till a long time af- 
ter the chriſtians were formed and united into a 


& | ſociety or body. Yet he ſpeaks nothing here of 


fixing or decreeing particular men's eternal ſtate 


in the next world, but only of their eſtabliſhment 


in chriſtianity in this. 
When our bleſſed Saviour is addreſſing himſelf 
to God the father, immediately before his crucific- 
tion, John, xvii. 2, he ſays, as thou haſt given 
the ſon power over all fleſh, that he ſhould give 
eternal life,” or the knowledge of the goſpel, on 
which eternal life depends, to as many as thou 
haſt providentially given him;“ that is, in its true 
meaning, to receive all thoſe perſons who are 


==  teachable, prediſpoſed, and of a fit temper of 
= mind, into the terms or covenant. of grace 


and ſalvation, offered by the goſpel ; and by the 
aid of the divine ſpirit, keep them from fall- 


| : ing into dangerous and deadly habits of fin. : 


where 
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where there is nothing fatally decreed concerni 
particular men, but # generał promiſe made te all 
perſons of a humble mind, and willing inelina- 
tion, to receive and fulfil the divine laws. He 
fays alſo, verſe 6, to the ſame purpoſe, that he 
had imparted to the men out of the world ;?* that 
1s, to the Apoſtles and firſt converts, who' were of 
a teachable, pious, and unprejudiced diſpoſition, 
the divine doctrine of the goſpel; and not to a vi- 
cious and licentious' race of men, whoſe hearts 
were attached to this life. | 
And it cannot be imagined that our Saviour 
excludes all men, except the Apoſtles, from the 
benefits of his prayer, or does not deſire their fal- 
vation, when he ſays, verſe 9, not for 
the world, but for them that thou h ven me; 
that is, 1 pray not for à vain licentious, and ſin- 
ful race of men, aàt this time; but for the Apoſ- 
tles, and firſt converts given, who 
require great and extraordinary aſſiſtance from 
heaven, to enable them to accompliſn the impor - 
tant taſk of converting ſinners, and overcoming 
the depraved luſts, and vile habits,, of a ſinful 
world: In verſe 12, our Saviour ſays, © thoſe that 
thou gaveſt me I have kept, and none of them 
is loſt but the ſon of per dition. That is, God 
had in the wiſe diſpenſation of his providence, 
choſen the Apoſtles' as perſons properly diſpoſed 
to receive the divine truth, and doctrine of the 
ſpel; our Saviour had watched over them, and 
holy inſtruction and hlameleſs example, pre- 
ſerved them from dangerous errors, and habits of 
ſin; ſo that none of them was loſt except Judas, 
whom God had providentially given him equally 
with the reſt, but had not fatally decreed any of 
them to eternal life, excluſive of their after beha- 
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viour, as is evident; for it he had predeſtinated 
them to eternal happineſs unconditionally, Judas 
muſt have been ſaved with the reſt, ſince he was in 
the number of thoſe to whom our Lord ſays, Luke 
XXII. 30, © ye ſhall fit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Iſrael.“ 

The ele& mentioned 1 Pet. i. 2, ſo named, be- 
cauſe chriſtians were thought more holy at that 
time, than any other profeſſion ; are generally 
agreed upon by the belt commentators, to be the 
Jews and Proſylites, whom St. Luke ſpeaks of, 
Acts ii. 5, who came from diſtant parts of the 
world to Jeruſalem, to celebrate that great annual 
feſtival, called Penticoſt, or the feaſt of weeks : 
God Almighty chooſe them to chriſtianity by no 
fatal decree, whereby they were over-ruled in all 
goodneſs, and could not poſſibly fall into deadly 
{ins ; but only by a wiſe diſpenſation of his provi- 
dence, as foreſeeing and knowing them to be of a 
teachable diſpoſition, and willing to receive the 
divine inſtruction of his holy ſpirit, and the doc- 
trine of the goſpel, and being well diſpoſed and 
ready to obey the truth. Hence they are termed 
c ele, according to the foreknowledge of God, 
thro*. ſanctification of the ſpirit unto obedience ;*” 
and the great wiſdom of God, is apparent in this, 
not to communicate the power of working mira- 
cles, and the propagation of the goſpel, either to 
learned philoſophers, or to a number of vile and 
licentious men; fince the former would have been 
deemed: cunning politicians, with ſecular views, 
and the latter held in the greateſt ſcorn and con- 
tempt, by all reaſonable men, who knew them. 
This important taſk was infinitely better perform- 
ed by a ſelect number of men, ignorant of philo- 


-lophy, and little improved by human learning; 
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of a traQable diſpoſition, willing to comply with 
truth when offered, and ready to communicate it 
to others. The wiſdom of this world is fool- 
iſhneſs with God.“ The knowledge of the head 
is apt to puff men up with vanity and ambition, 
but the ſimplicity and purity of the heart, is moſt 
acceptable in his fight, who knoweth the true va- 
lue of all things ; hence it came to paſs, that in- 
nocence, humility, and piety, became the beſt 
foundation for the propagation of chriſtianity, 
From theſe, in the lives of the Apoſtles, under a 
miraculous providence, was the divine religion of 
Jeſus eſtabliſhed, in oppoſition to all the deſigns 
and artifices of a wicked and licentious world. 
Some argue, that the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of 
the predeſtination of particular men to an eternal 
ſtate, 2 Theſſ. ii. 13, God hath from the be- 
inning, ſays he, choſen you to ſalvation through 
anctification of the ſpirit, and belief of the 
truth.” The Apoſtle in the foregoing verſes, is 
deſcribing the perverſe diſpoſition of wicked men, 
who received not the love of truth that they might 
be ſaved, “for which reaſon, ſays he, God ſhall 
ſend them ſtrong deluſions to believe a lie ;** that 
is, providentially ſuffer them to follow the evil 
diſpoſition of a reprobate mind. And indeed 
when the great blelings of God are abuſed, and 
rverted to an unworthy and bad purpoſe, and 
his merciful dealings with men, mals the means 
only of hardening them in an evil courſe, as was 
the caſe formerly with Pharoah ; Gpd in great 
juſtice muſt be ſuppoſed. to leave them to their 
own choice, and ſuffer them to follow the corrupt 
inclinations of a ſelf-deluded fancy, in the belief 
of the greateſt abſurdities. But ſays the Apol- 
tle, verſe 13, © We are bound to give * x" 
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God always for you, brethren, beloved in the 
Lord, becauſe God hath from the beginning cho- 
ſen you to falvation through ſanctification of the 
ſpirit, and belief of the truth.“ That is, becauſe 
they obeyed the divine motions of God's ſancti- 
fying ſpirit, in the Heltef of the chriſtian religion, 
and led holy and circumſpect lives, in conformity 
to their heavenly profeſſion z therefore God 
chooſe them through ſanCtification of the ſpirit, 
according to what he had expreſsly promiſed in 
his holy goſpel, to all good men ; where it is uni- 
verſally declared, that thoſe who perſevere in 
goodneſs, under the divine influence of heavenly 
. and improve their talents by a proper uſe, 
all receive more, in proportion to ſuch improve- 
ment, and according as they advance in a holy 
and virtuous converſation, and in obedience to 
God through faith in Jeſus Chriſt. | 
It is ſuppoled by ſome, that St. Paul means 


predeſtination of mens eternal condition, by theſe 


words, Rom. xi. 28, 29, As concerning the 
golpel, they, that is, the nation of the Jews, are 
enemies for your ſake; but as touching the elec- 
tion, they are beloved for the father's ſake. For 


the gifts, that is, theſe gifts; and calling of God 


are without repentance.” But as theſe words ap- 
pear to be ſpoken of whole ſocieties of men, and 
not of ſingle perſons; this plainly teſtifies, that 
they have no ſuch meaning, but may be inter- 
preted thus: © The Jews are enemies for the 
Gentiles* ſake, on whoſe account they were re- 
jected, that the Heathens might be grafted into 
the chriſtian church. Yet the Jews are beloved 
for the ſake of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, who 
had been the elected people of God, and for 
whoſe ſake, he till propoſed to take them as 


D 2 ſuch, 
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ſuch. For theſe gifts of God, are not moral gifts 
and graces beſtowed upon particular 1 but 
parts of the general plan or ſcheme of providence 
in the divine government of the world, and are 
not to be reſumed, nor the calls which he once 
„ retracted, but a remembrance of them pre- 
erved in all his diſpenſations.“ 

It is ſaid, Acts xiii, 48, that “ as many as 
were ordained unto eternal life believed; which 
words will much better bear this interpretation : 
As many as were fitly diſpoſed for eternal life, 
and prepared by a previous defign to become 
chriſtians, believed ; and theſe were the Gentiles, 
who willingly hearkened to the Apoſtles' doc- 
trine, and ſubmitted to the belief of it, with 
9 and pious obedience, in oppoſition to 
the unbelieving obſtinate Jews, who being pre- 
judiced in favour of their law, deſpiſed and re- 
jected it. 

: There is another place, Eph. i. 4, where the 
Apoſtle ſays, God hath choſen us before the 
foundation of the world,” which means no more 
than this; that God Almighty before the tranſ- 
greſſion of the firſt man, had mercifully provided 
a remedy for fin, and ordained, that as in Adam 
all became liable to death; fo in and through 
Chrilt, all true penitents ſhall obtain remiſſion of 
ſin, and become objects of the divine mercy in 
the life to come. St. Paul alſo ſays, Rom. xi. 2, 
* God hath not caſt away his people whom he. 
foreknew ;” that is, whoſe lives he foreknew 
- would be according to his holy laws, and whoſe 
repentance, good deſigns, and amendment of 
life, he foreknew would be according to the 
merciful plan of falvation, - which he had pro- 
miſed and entered into in Chriſt by the Volpi 
| 1 3 
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The ſame Apoſtle ſays alſo, at verſe 5, Even 
fo then, at this preſent time there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace.” That is, 
there is a remnant of the Jews to be ſaved, con- 
fiſting of thoſe who embraced the chriſtian reli- 
gion, which is here termed grace, in oppoſition 
to the Jewiſh, which in this epiſtle is frequently 
called works. An arbitrary decreeing mens eter- 
nal condition, has often been inferred from Rom. 
ix. 15, © It is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God that ſheweth mercy.” 
That is, it is the prerogative of God alone, 
who knoweth perfectly the inward deſigns of 
men, providentially to diſpenſe his mercies and 
favours ; not according to the falliable and miſ- 
taken notions of weak and ignorant men, but 
according to his own unerring wiſdom and in- 
flexible juſtice. And indeed, this whole chapter 
has perplexed the minds of many ſerious readers 
in every age of the church, though there is no 
reaſonable foundation for any doubts concerning 
the Apoſtle's meaning, either in it, or in any 
other throughout the whole epiſtle. The tenden- 
cy of this chapter being evidently deſigned to 
vindicate the goodneſs and juſtice of God, in 
providentially choſing the obedient Gentiles, 
and admitting them to the knowledge of the 
chriſtian religion, and rejecting the obſtinate 
Jews. And the veflels of mercy which are there 
ſpoken of, are not ſingle perſons of any deſcrip- 
tion or perſuaſion whatſoever, but the univerſal 
church of Chriſt, both Jews and Heathens, who 
were at that time eſtabliſhed in all parts of the 
world, and who had engaged in beliet the of the 
chriſtian religion ; -and yet it cannot be denied 
by any who have read the writings of thoſe early 
| ages 


7 ' l 1 
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ages of the church, but that many of theſe new 
converts fell from the true faith, and degenerated 
into dangerous errors, and conſequently could 
with no propriety, be ſaid to be all eternally and 
unalterably decreed to Heaven. 
At on the other hand, the veſſels of wrath 
mentioned in that chapter, are by the moſt ſkil- 
ful interpreters, ſuppoſed to be the 'Jews, who 
being ſo deeply 'prejudiced in favour of their 
law, obſtinately refuſed to embrace the holy 
chriſtian faith, and for ſuch behaviour, were ſaid 
to be fitted, or prepared for deſtruction ; and yet 
to thoſe who have diligently enquired into the 
hiſtory of thoſe ages, it appears that many of 
theſe obſtinate Jews were afterwards converted, 
and became good chriſtians ; ſo that they could 
not all be ſaid to be doomed and decreed to eter- 
nal miſery. | 

And to ſhew us that there could be no fatal 


over-ruling decree of God, to overbear the free 
will of men, and fix their eternal ſtate without 


any regard to their behaviour. St. Paul tells us, 


Rom. ix. 22; that ſo far was God from making 
any ſuch decree, even againſt the veſſels of wrath, 
the Jews who by their perverſe wickedneſs and 
obſtinacy, had fitted and prepared themſelves for 
deſtruction, that he endured their infidelity, obſti- 
nacy, and diſobedience, with much long-fuffer- 
ing, and waited patiently for their repentance and 

amendment of life. | 
And to render this more plain ; the Apoſtle 
warns even thoſe whom he terms veſſels of mercy, 
or the new converted Heathens, whom the Al- 
mighty had predeſtinated to eternal happineſs, 
by admitting them to the knowledge of the chriſ- 
tian faith, to beware of preſumption and ſelf. 
| confidence, 


F » 9 
Xs 
"Ins 9 

+» Y * 
» — 


— 


mn 2 "x v Tt a 4 
r 


* 
rr 
r 


* . d — . 
* n N 
: \ n 
1 * * * 2 
„ r — 1 4 
a - * a SO > 
a. is Fx. - wy on w : 
rr e 


3 wm 


4 1 
* - = 
4 a * . 


A Diſcourſe on the Divine Preſcience. 31 


confidence, Rom. xi. 22. For if God ſpared 
not the ancient Jews, the natural deſcendants of 
Abraham, much leſs would he ſpare the Gentile 
converts, or any other, if they fell from the ſted- 
faſt belief and holy practice of the chriſtian re- 
ligion. 5 

That remarkable expreſſion of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
iv. 7, Who maketh thee to differ from ano- 
ther? &c. has been brought to prove the eternal 
fixed decrees of God towards ſingle perſons, 
without any regard to their behaviour. Whereas 
it plainly appears from the context, that St. Paul 
does not deſcribe in that place, the moral quali- 
ties and diſpoſitions of men, but the miraculous 
[7 of God, which were poured out upon the 

rſt chriſtians, and which imply no more than 
God Almighty's providential care, in appointing 
men properly to different offices and dignities in 
his church. In ſhort, a fixed unconditional de- 
cree of God, irrevocably binding all things by 
a chain of fate, without any regard to the beha- 
viour of men, as free agents; 3 no leſs in- 
conſiſtent with the goodneſs, juſtice, and other 
adorable perfections of our Almighty Creator, 


chan ſubverſive of the freedom and moral capa- 


city of man; and teems with ſuch manifeſt ab- 
ſurdity; is ſo contradictory to the reaſon of 
every conſiderate mind; ſo contrary to the 
whole tenor of the goſpel; and ſo diſmal in 
its conſequences, that the very notion of it muſt 
be ſuppoſed to have ſprung from the miſtaken 
and falliable opinion of inconſiderate man; while 
on the one hand, it neceſſarily tends to draw 
men into deſpair, and melancholy; and on the 
other, to preſumption, ſpiritual pride, and a 
blind ſecurity; both which are directly contrary 

5 to 
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to our our probational ſtate, and oppoſite to the 
very genius of the chriſtian religion. 0 
And laſtly, when the predeſtination of ſingle 
and particular perſons is mentioned in ſcripture, 
it is believed by the moſt learned men, that 
nothing further is meant than the wiſe plans of 
Divine Providence, in ſettling men in this life, 
1 either for their own good, or that of a whole 
| community, in ſuch temporal ſtations and cir- 

| | 


cumſtances, as are conſiſtent with the wiſdom 
| | and goodneſs of the ſupreme governor of the uni- "8 
1 verſe. For inſtance, where St. Paul tells us, MM 
WIN Kom. ix. 11, 12, of Jacob and Eſau, that the 
1 children being not yet born, neither having ü 
10 done any good or evil, that the purpoſe of God = 
ul | according to election might ſtand, not of works 

| but of him that calleth; it was ſaid unto Re- 
becca, the elder ſhall ſerve the younger.“ Which 
1 only means in the affairs of this preſent world, 
1 W in their poſterity, and the natural power of 
P | Jacob over his brother Eſau, which we find 
14 from the hiſtory of after ages, was fully ac- 
1 compliſhed in the different nations which they 


founded. e | 
. | Some have alſo inferred a particular predeſti- 
1 nation from theſe words of St. Paul concerning 
Pharoah. How for the purpoſe, that God 
might ſhew in him his power, he raiſed him up;“ 
that is, ſuſtained him by his merciful providence, 
and waited long for his repentance and amend- 
ment. The expreſſion of raiſing him up, does 
not mean that God cauſed him to become wick- 
ed that he might arbitrarily puniſh him eternally, 
but only that from his own obſtinate and evil 
diſpoſition, the Almighty providentially chooſe 
him as the proper ſubject of an exemplary puniſh, 
| ns 1 ment 
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ment in that miraculous age, that all mankind 
might learn from thence, not to continue obſti- 


4 nate and ſelf-wieked, under the correction of Di- 
vie Providence, but obedient and reſigned to the 


God is alſo faid to have hardened Pharoah's 


WT heart, this does not mean that he was the effi- 
cient cauſe of hardening him in wickedneſs ; the 
=E hardening ſpoken of, was only the conſequence 
= of his own evil diſpoſition, and becauſe the 
very methods that were uſed by Providence to 
=E reclaim and make him obey God, he perverſely 
turned into the means of greater diſobedience ; 
and becauſe God was not 1 
ment, he preſumptuouſly perſevered in a harden- 
ed courſe of edel. 
teouſneſs in God; it is indeed his ſole prerogative 
co ſee into the thoughts and defires of the hu- 
=X man mind, he only ſearcheth the hearts of men, 
and underſtandeth their purity or wicked depra- 
vity; and accordingly the Apoſtle tells us, that 
== he will have mercy on thoſe whom he knows to 
de worthy of mercy, and whom he will, he ſuf- 
fers to become hardened ; though not in an arbi- 


wift to execute judg- 


There is no unrigh- 


trary, but juſt and equitable manner, as from 
his infinite knowledge and perfect juſtice, he muſt 
be the alone proper judge in all ſuch important 


* a 


= concerns. 


From the ſerious conſideration of this ſubject, 
we may learn a ſtedfaſt faith in God, and a 


firm confidence in his divine promiſes in the goſ- 


pel: that if we perform the conditions of ſal- 
vation, Which it requires of every chriſtian, we 
ſhall in no wiſe be rejected; nor can we be fa- 
tally thruſt out and excluded from eternal happi- 
nels, by any over-ruling decree of God, who 5 
ge * | E g 0 
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ſo far from making any ſuch, that he hath ex- 
preſsly and poſitively declared throughout the 
whole tenor Wer ſcripture, that he moſt earneſt - 
ly deſires the ſalvation of all men, and will render 
unto every man impartially at the laſt day, accord - 
ing to his works. | 

As alſo, let it be remarked, that we are 
not fatally predeſtinated and decreed to eternal 
life and happineſs, without our own moſt ſted- 
faſt faith and holy practice of religion. For 
though the Apoſtle tells us, that it is God 
* worketh in us both to _— and - 2.97 

is own ure; yet he at the e 
time * 2 0 work 5 our ſoul's falva- 
tion with fear and trembling, and be workers 
together with God.” From whence we may 
learn, that though his divine e be . 
ſary, both to enable the ratio 8 of our 
mind, to begin and continue the love and prac- 
tice of a holy life; yet the aſſiſtance that is 
granted to man in that caſe, is not meant to 
make him careleſs and remiſs, and tly 
hope that God will ele& him unconditionally, 
and ſecure an eternal happineſs for him in Hea- 
ven; but it is mercifully ted as a nece 
aid, without which, he could not work out his 
ſoul's ſalvation at all, nor vanquiſh the nume- 
rous temptations that ſurround us continually. 
Let us therefore ſtrive to make our calling and 
election ſure, by the perſevering courſe of a holy 
life; for though the inward aid of divine grace 
be abſolutely neceflary to ſtrengthen our 
reſolutions, incline our wills, and enable us to 
2 unto God a reaſonable and acceptable 
ervice; yet muſt it be our own moſt zealous en- 
deavours alſo, in compliance therewith, and our 
| willing 


* 
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willing and fincere obedience to his commands, 
that can entitle us to the name of chriſtians, 


and render us objects of his mercy, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
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